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ACCOUNT 


Eftabliſhment of the C ommiſſioners 
For the Relief Hof 


POOR PROSELYTES: 


VITH 


An ABSTRACT of their PROCEEDING 8 
from the z oth of April, 1717, to the 
zoth of April, 1718. * 
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The Eſtabliſhment of the Com- 
miſſroners for the Relief of Poor 


[| PROSELYT Es, c. 


HE want of a Regular Method 
inGCreat- Britain, ſor relieving ſin- 

$ cefe Converts from the Church: 
| of Rome, has been too juſtly com- 
SITY plained of ever ſince the Refor- 
TAS figtiot, And indeed the frequent 
MBE Convulfions, which this Prote- 
ant Chu ch 4hd Nation has been thtobn in- 
to in every Reign fince, may have been too 
much the occaſion of drawing off the Attention 
of our Prelates and Others, however Zealous 
againſt the Idolatries aud other dangerous Errors 
ot. the Church of Rome, from Providing for the 
Reception of thoſe, who ſhall from Time to 
Time forſake its Comm union. 
But the Happy Settlement of the Crown in 

a Proteſtant Line, excluſive of Papiſts for ever, lea- 


ving 


be - 7 
- * * 
K * * * * 


ving us more at Liberty to take under our Cares 

| the providing for Converts from Popery, in like 

I manner as has been ſo very laudably done in fes 

1 veral other Proteſtant Churches: It has been 

thought a ſuicable Return to Providence, after 

our own Converſion, how to think of Strengthen- 

ing our Brethren; And it ſeems to be a more 

ſeaſonable Undertaking at this time, not only 

becauſe there is now a more general Diſpo- 

il | ſition, among many Learned and other Conſider- 

| able Perſons, in Popiſh Countries, to embrace 

6 the Reformation; But the Eyes of ſuch through- 

| out Europe are turned upon this Happy Church, 

. under its preſent Proteſtant Settlement, as their 

1 moſt Deſirable and Safe 4/5lum. 5 

| In every Generation ſince the Reformation, 

it it has pleaſed GOD to open the Eyes 

| of many Votaries to the Romiſh Superſti- 

| tions, and to bring them to ſuch a Senſe of the 

ö Idolat ries they were bred in, as to become ſhin- 

1 ng Examples of Piety, and to create in them a 
juſt Eſteem for the invaluable Privileges acquired 


* to the Chriſtian Church, by the glorious Re- 
* formers of it from Papal Darkneſss. 
= But ſuch is the Misfortune | of [ſeveral of 
thoſe who have been happily convinced of 

the Romiſh Errors, that ſome of them were 
even compelled, for want of Bread, to make 
If their Peace with the Church of Rome, after they 
i  - had oublickly, and in a very folema Manner, 
| 


_ renounced her Errors: Which demonſtrates, . 
| that among the many Checks the Reformation 

1 has received of late Years, the want of a Fund, 

i! to Relieve ſuch as, for pure Conſcience, forſake 

x the Romiſh Communion; to embrarte the Prote- 

ſtant Faith, is none of the lealt. 108320 


Av _ 


45 £ $08", | 
Ix is hard to imagine how a Perſon, forſaking 
the Religion of | all his Friends (and by that 
means, not only putting himſelf quite one of 
their Favour, but exaſperating them againſt him 
in the higheſt Degree) can continue in our 
Communion, without very extraordinary Aſ- 
ſiſtance from above, unleſs he be received by us 
wich Kindneſs and Commiſeration. S” 
AN v it is yet much more difficult to conceive, 
- how a Perſon, in thoſe Circumſtances, coming 
from a Foreign Country, amongſt ſtrange People, 
can be able to provide a Maintenance for Himſelf 
and Family, whilft he remains not only ignorant 
of the Language, but deſtitute of Friends, and all 
other poſſible Means to get into Buſineſs ; at the 
ſame time, that he is ſubjected to all the Malice 
and ſubtil Circumventions of thoſe who bitterly 
Hate and Perſecute him on account of his having 
forſaken their Communion. ' IF 
T nt Bountiful Proviſion which the Romiſb 
Church makes, to gain over Proſelytes to their 
Faith, is an Example that ought ſo far to be re- 


arded by Proteſtants, as to induce them to pre- 
ſev from'periſhing chro* Want ſuch Converts, 
who having fincerely abandoned their Errors, 
and embraced the Purity of the Goſpel as pro- 
feſſed in theſe Kingdoms, are deſtitute of the 
Neceſſaries of Life, and unable to Support them- 
ſelves ; and the Difference being ſo wide between 
a True and an Erroneous Faich, a Pure and Cor- 
rupt Worſhip of GOD; it may appear to Pro- 
teſtants, not unreaſonable ab boſte doceri, and to 
turn againſt the Papiſts their own Offenſive Wea- 
T n x.Pious and Charitable Endeavours of his 
Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
the Lord Biſhop of London, ſeem to demonſtrate, 
that a good Spirit from above is at preſent ani- 
1 ng 


7 
* — 


mativd the Heart of, e ts to put luch 


the Relief of Converts of any Nation from the 


» 
l * 


Methods into Practice. promoting 


the 
true Chriſtian Faith, as 1s moſt L to Rea- 


ſon, and the fincere Wiſhes of every truly Zen-. 
lons and Honeſt Proteſtant. 
Asp bad not the Wiſdom of thoſe Ge 


f Prelates put them on finding out an Expedient 


for laying a Foundation towards eſtabliſhing a 
Charity of ſo extenſive Uſe to the Proteſtant 
Religion, the ardent Deſires of many devour 
Souls bad ſtitt wanted the Gratification at preſent 
afforded, by the beginning of an Undenabing ſo 
truly Noble and Generous, 

In order therefore to allift [theſe Odjeas of 
Charity, who have been hitherto unprovided, 
till ſome other means could be found, it was pro- 
poſed to charge the Fund of 15000 L per Annum, 
granted out of the Civil Liſt for the Relief of the 
poor French Proteſtants, with the Sum of 400 l. 
per Aunum, rather than any longer defer begin- 
ning a Work, which, it was evident, would tend 
to the Honour and Advancement of our Holy 
Religion. | | 

Anp his Majeſty having been graciouſly pleaſed, 
upon an bumble A Application to him by the a- 


bove-mentioned Prelates, to confent that the ſaid 


Sum of 400 l might be deducted out of the afore- 


ſaid 15000 J. as a Fqundarion for a Fund tqwards 


Churctf of Rome; their ſaid Lordſhips were plea- 
ſed, in Conjunction with the Righe  loaoiratle 
the two Lords Chief Juſtices, purſuant to his 
Majeſty's gracious Intentions, to authorize by a 
Commiſſion bearing Date the 24th of April, 1717, 
s certain Number of Perſons, both of Clergy 
and . Laity, to diſtribute the fame. to ſuch as 
—_ "_— to do — worthy of it, and 


 Objeats 


wr ˙ fey 
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Objeas of Charity within the Rules preſcribed | 


in theit Commiſſion; and at the ſame time did 


_ empower them to invite other Perſons to their 


Afiſtance, as well as to receive the Benevolence 
of any private well-diſpoſed Perſons towards this 
truly Chriſtian Work, ſuperadded to the Royal 
Bounty for this charitable Purpoſe. ide no 
The RULBS preſcribed in the ſaid Commiſſion 


are as follows, viz. 


| | 0 I; | N . * 
5 HAT the Commiſſioners ſhall meet once 
4 a Month $n ſuch a Day, and at ſuch a 
© Place as they, or the greateſt Part of them (Hot 


© being leſs than five in the whole) ſhall thiok | 


to be moſt proper and convenient. 
 F ' II. + 3 
* Tn ar no Commiſſioner ſhall receive any 
private Applications, or make any private Pro- 
miſes to any Proſelytes, but ſhall direct all fuch 


© Perſons as ſhall make any Requeſt to them, 


to come to the ſaid Publick Meetings of the 


© -Commiſfioners, where their Caſe ſhall be pub- 


© lickly examined, and ic ſhall be in common 
© agreed what is moſt fitting to be done for them. 
dg! | rarer 

Tur no Proſelyte ſhall be admitted to 
receive any Benefit from this Charity, but ſuch 
* as are at this time in England, or, having been 
* here formerly, have been forced to leave the 
Kingdom for want of Subſiſtance, or ſhal! 
© hereafter come diredly from their own Coun- 
try wherein they lived whilſt they were of rhe 


Roman Communion; excluding all ſuch as have 
bad any Settlements in any other Proteſtant 


Country ſince their Converſion, and have lefe 
* ſuch their Settlements mw this A 


* 


52 [919 0, IV. , Ro WP 14.3 C5 2405 
i And whereas the Moneys hitherto ad- 
© yanced for this charitable Work will not reach 
© to the Maintenance of Families, no Perſon 
©' ſhall be the more conſidered for having a 
© Family, unlefs upon ſome extraordinary Occa- 


© fion, which ſhall move the Commiſſioners for 


© that time only ſo to do; and the faid Com- 
© mifſioners ſhall not continue to affiſt any of 
© the Profelytes who ſhall marry, without having 
© previouſly acquainted them with ſuch their In- 
7 ' tentions, ind Caps theic Conſent... 
„ TAAY 0 Proſelyte wal be aflifted any 
© longer than till he be in a Condition to pro- 
vide for himſelf, or that he ſhall by the Com- 
© miffioners, or any others, be offered a Mean 
k tor his Chick without this Charity. | 
| VI. 
Tuna the Commiſonsrs ſhall be enabled 
c at their Monthly Meeting to add any other 
6 Perſons; who / ſhall be judged: proper to be 
© join'd with themſelves in the Diſtribution of 
8 this * — 95 


50 TRA the better to diſcover the Merits 


b or Demetits of the Proſelytes who ſhall at 
any time come over, the — ſhall 


© be enabled to | chooſe Correſponding Members 
© out of the moſt eminent neee in OS 


7 Parte 
VIII. 
6 Fer, the Commit ionen ſhall be enabled 
to make ſuch Rules for the carrying on their 
_ Ends, as they: ſhall think convenient: 
vided always, — no Perſon ſnall be choſen 


* Into this » nor any ſuch Rules 


© made, 


110 


0 a, but by the Votes „ele at leaſt of the. 
eee e ar ; 


The CommiſFoners ae by their aid Lord: 
n 290 thipsz ure theſe: 


7H E Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop 1 Carliſle, 
now of Derry in Ireland. 

The Rigbt Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Norwich. 

The Right Honourable the Lord Percival. 

The Honourable the Marquis Du Queſne. 

The Honourable Mr. Bonet, Miniſter * Fragen. 

Majeſty. ._. 

. The Reverend Mr. Hill. ps 

The Reverend Mr. Dolbenn. 

Sir John Philipps, Bart. 

Colonel Savary. 

The n Dr. NN EF 

The Reverend Dr. Cazlar.  , 2 

The Reverend Dr. Wilcocks. | 

The Reverend Dr. Arey. | 

Dr. Silveſter, A. D. 1 * 

Robert Hales, E/q; 1 1 

Mr. D Egulhon. e e 

Ar. De Tudert, © FFF 

Mr. De Fonvive. : n 

John Chamberlayne, EM: * | 

Whitlocke Bulſtrode, El 0 7 9 | 

Daniel Dolins, Ea; n og amp 

Chatles Talbot, Eſa; | „ eee 

'The Reverend. Mr. St. ben wy | y $0560 . 

The Reverend Mr. LaChapelle, * 8 e eee 

7 be Reverend Mr. Durant. , —y es 


Tur Commiſſioners, in purſuance of this 
cen * to * * White-Hall, Mk 
Th _—_ 


day the zoth of 


( 


177; and aſter appoint- 
ing the — fficers, conſidered of ſeveral 
other Regulations fit to be obſerved in executing 
their. Commiſſion, which, tho' made at ſeveral 
times in the Courſe. of their * 


here exhibited in one vie w. 
818.5 V 9 WA 3 


ORDER 4 {aus to the cu. Foners + 
e ee a AT 


r* * FOI? 

" Te the general Meeting of this Society 
ſhall be upon the firlt #edneſday in every. 

Month; and if ic ſhould happen that there be 

"2 Meering of the Governours Roß Queen Ann's 

© Bounty, on that Day, then the Commiſſioners 


f Sg the Proſelytes ſhall ME; ov oni 
8 | 


Tu Ar all the ene chis Order ſhall 
contribute a certain yearly. Sum towards the 
© Support of the poor ProſelFtes ; and for the 
future none ſhall be admitted Members of 

this Society, without ſubſcribing a certain an- 

* nual Sum, to be paid during their 0 in the 
* ſaid Society. _ G de. 


THAT there ſhalt be a Rotation of Chair- 
men; and the firſt or ſenior Member, as they 
, ſtand i in the Commiſſion, or are elected after- 
© wards, of ſuch as are preſent; ſhall take the 


Chair at the reſpective ed of the Society 
© or Committee thereof. 


IV. — # 2 * 
t 


* 


* + » 


Tis as; the Chairman, at every Meeting. of 

ogiety. or Commitee, ſhall take Care 

at the Debates be regular and —_— 
£ 15 


en) 
- © that no Member interrupt another, and 999 
q he who ſpeaks ett a 155 

THAT when. any Gentleman is Wed 
for a Commiſſioner, he ſtand propoſed two 
© ſeveral Meetings; and then, if it be thought 
fit to proceed, two of the Board be deſired to 
© enquire the Character of the Perſon propoſed, 
© whether he be of a ſober Life, and charitably 
© diſpoſed ; after whoſe Report the Board ma 

del dy Balloting, to chooſe or reſuſe ſuc 
© Perſon, and that no Gentleman be appriz d of 
© his being propoſed, 15 after his Election. | 

c Taar at every general Meeting, 1 the 


Society proceed on DEE, | the following 
5 * Prayer be uſed, VI © | 


Lmighty God, who Soy ſt to them that be in 
Error the Light of thy Trath; to the intent that they 
max return into the Way of Righteouſneſ; : Grant unto 
all them that are admitted into the Fellowſhip of Chriſt"s 
Religion, that they may eſchew thoſe Things that are 
contrary to their Profeſſion, and follow all ſuch Thi 

as are agreeable 'to the Jome, UT our Lars 2 
| Cbriſt. Amen. ö 


* An before the Society riſe, the page: 
0 Wem vx. | 


0 Meraful —_ who baſt wade all Men; 1 ned bare 

uot bing that thou baſk made, nor wouldeſt the 
Death of a Sinner, but rather that be ſhould be convert- 
ed and live: Huve mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infi- 


dels and Hereticks, and take from them all Ignorance, 


Hardneſs of Heart, and Contempt of thy Mord; and 
fo 180 * home (bleſſed Lord J to thy Flock; _ 


ie 


* may be ſaved 4 W I Remnant of the true 
Uraelites, and be wiade-ove Fold under ove Shepberd, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 4 liveth and reigneth with 
thee and. "_ "_ Spirit, one Wr Nane Nera end 
Aen. ei ae od. 


: "© And that if no Clergywan be. noſe, he 
* Chair Armas; he ne yr : 


VI 
2 Tz Ax ; when any ching is, propoſed 1 2 
£ ſtanding Rule, it, be propoſed at two ſeveral 
© Meetings, and not allowed to be ſuch, till ic 
© has had the Ao of a third Meeting, 


R 


- - — 4 


WS T 14 no Recommendation in e of 
* ©'any Proſelyte, be received from any Perſon 
bo! is not a — or Bene factor. | 


6 \ 
* 


® ” 
t *% 


% 
| "_ ei 8 rel ring 7 the Committee. 


[ | 
«Fi; A 8 compos'd os NG or 
more of the Commithoners, ſhall meet upon 
< the laſt Midueſday in every Month, at nine a. 
Clock in the Morning, at Whitehall; to prepare 
* © a Report of all Matters that have been conſider'd 
© inthe ſeveral Meetings of the Precedent Com- 
© mittees from Time to Time, in order to be laid 
© before the General Meeting upon the firlt Ved- 
& 1 in every s ws GE Sande are to 
L _ Weiten. 5) = 
25 T HAT a Comminee be appointed Monthly, 
y | conſiſting of Seden of the Commiſſioners, by a 
© Rotation, according to their Seniority vpon the 
3 rains taking * Columns together“ (the Lords 
© Spiritual” 


_— GH_—— 
* 


"a allowed upon the Aud 


6530 
c Spiritual and Temporal, Members of Parliament» 
C = Gentlemen that Live out the Bills of Mor- 
© tality, excepted) and that no others be Sum- 
mon d, but that any of che Commiſſioners my 
attend if they pleaſe, and have Voices, _ 
© that any three be 4 - "nity | 
| © Tm ar when any exctabrditary Oerefreee 
© ſhall happen, deſerving the Conſideration of a 


„General Meeting, it ſhall be in the Power of 


< the Committee in ſuch Caſe, to give Directions 
© fof Summoning a General Meeting, alchbugh 
* chey ſhould ſtand 1 "rio to a further Day. i 

„ Tauar at every, General Medfirg, whin 

© three Members are Pteſent, they be a Com- 
* mittee to prepare Buſirieſs for this General 
! * en u 


ORDER 9 2 to the 7 dale. : 


1. 
Tu, a FR Order for hs Payment of Mo. 
ney, ſhall be accept wed by the Treaſurer, nor 


t of his Accounts, yn- 
© leſs ſuch Order be Sign a by the Chairman and 


0 Seerctuty. 


Ar che Treaſurer do Wy before the 


Board, at every Monthly Meeting, an Account 
© of what Money * in his Hands. 

1 
Tur the Treaſurer's Accounts be Audited 


© twice Yearly, in the Months of January and 


 Faly+ and that three Auditors be appointed 
| half. yearly for that Purpole, 


ORDERS 


(16 Y | 
o ERV relating te the Secretary. 


6 > T H A 1 the Minutes of every General Meet- 
of ing and of everyCommittee,ſhall be read at 


the End of each Meeting, and perus'd and fign'd 
© by the Chairman, before they be entred into 
© the reſpeRive neon 


Tua two Copies of the Minutes of the 
© General Meeting be made, and ſent reſpective- 
_ © ly co his Grace the Lord Archbiſhop of Can- 
© terbury, and the Biſhop. of London, after each 
© General Meeting. 2 2 r 
* III. , | 

© Tx ar; the Secretary, upon any Member's 
* defire, or he himſelf, if he ſee Occaſion; ſhall 
© have Power to ec 7 a Committee. 

© Trar all the Standing Orders be read 

© at every Quarterly Meeting ; wiz. the firſt 
© Wedneſdays in May, Auguſt, November and Fe- 
© bruary. 4. * A 


© Taar, the Secretary attend his Grace the 
© Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and the Lord 
© Biſhop of London, once a Quarter, with the 
Books of the Society, in order to acquaint 


them with their Proceedings in the Truft com- 
© mitted to them, 


| ORDERS 


1 . 7 = 
- = 


ORD ERS relating to Proſelytes, 
erp rs; af 
: 9 * no Proſelyte ſhall partake of this 
f Beneficence, but ſuch Perſons of whoſe 


© Life and Converſation the Commiſſioners, or 
their Committee, are entirely ſatisfied. 


Tux no Proſelyte ſhall partake of this Be- 
_ © neficence, that hath a Penſion or Allowance, 
from any other Perſon or Perſons to the value 
* of Ten Pounds per Annum, unleſs the Com- 
* miflioners, upon good Confiderations and ex- 
- © traordinary Caſes, al order otherwiſe. 
* Trar any Proſelyte in Orders, who ſhall 
come over and put on the Gown, without the 
© leave of the Ordinary, and firſt acquainting 


© the Commiſſioners, ſhall be excluded from any 
Aſſiſtance. hc” 


© Thar no proſelyte, who hath been in theſe 
* Kingdoms before the Repeal of the Edict of 
© Nantz, in 1685, be admitted to any ſhare in 


this Charity, except upon very extraordinary 
* Occaſions. q 5 ' 


© Trar no Proſelyte ought to be aſſiſted by 
the Commiſſioners, but ſuch Perſons only as 
© have. been actually converted from the Popiſh 
to the Proteſtant * 
Tr every Proſelyte ſhall be required to 
* declare ingenuouſly to the Commiſſioners or 
© their Committee, whether he hath any Penſion, 
© Salary or Allowance whatever, and what they 
b © amount 


o * 8 — — 
— — — — — 
: — - 


—— 


R KM W 4 * 


(-18 ) 


amount to; and if it ſhould be afterwards di- 
* ſcover'd, that he has not declared the plain 
© Truth, he ſhall from that time become incapable 
of ever receiving any manner of Aſſiſtance from 
this Society. 2 5 eFH 38 


© Txr ar: no certain annual Penſion ſhall be 
allow'd to any Profelyte, but only to each one 
pro re nata, and with regard to their preſent 
Circumſtances, in order to enable them to get 
their Bread by their own Induſtry, according 
to ſuch Trades and Callings as they have been 
.educaced in, or to aſſiſt them to begin and car- 
ry on any Lawiul Employment. 12 
8 VIII. 

Tn ar ſuch Proſelytes as are entirely diſ- 
abled by Age, br other Infirmities, from get - 
ing their Livelyhood, ſhall be Relieved prefer- 
' Tably to all other. | 


2323 


in 


* 


TRA none of the Proſelytes that are come 
over within the ſpace of one Lear, and of 
* whole former Behaviour the Society cannot be 


© fully ſatisfied, ſhall receive any further Relief 


* from them than what has been already order'd, 
© until an account can be procured from thoſe 
Places where ſuch Proſelytes have liv'd ; and 
that all other Proſolytes, who come over for 
the furure, may have a Weekly Allowance not 
exceeding Five Shillings, if they want it, ac- 
cording to the Diſcretion of the Committee, 
until ſuch time is out as is ſufficient to get Cir- 
tificates of their former'Life and Converſation. 
TERS, Cap | 
© Trar all Petitions from the Proſelytes to 
the Commiſſioners be in Ergliſh © 


* 
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N 1 
© Tr ar all Profelytes, who ſhall. receive 
© any Bounty from the Commiſſioners, be ſtrict- 
ly obſervant of their Morals, upon the Peril of 
© being excluded from any future. Allowance 
from them; particularly, that they reſort. to 
fſome place of Publick Worſhip every Lord's 
© Day; that they avoid Drunkenneſs, Unclean- 
© nefs, Unlawful Gaming, Swearing and Cur- 
* ſing; all diforderly Converſation, keeping of 
© N-hours, or any other Offences againſt the 
© Laws of the Land; and that a Note of their 
© Lodgings be left with the Meſſengers of the 
© Commiſlioners, that enquiry may be made of 
© their Behaviour. | 
2 | XII. | 2 
© Thar all Proſelytes, who ſhall apply to the 
* Commiſfioners for Relief, be directęd at the 
© time of ſuch Application, to draw up a Short 
Hiſtorical Account of their Converſion, and 
deliver the ſame to the Commiſſioners, or to 
whom they ſhall appoint. Ep 
= 5 XIII. 
© Thar no Proſelyte whatſoever, ſhall be 
entituled to receive Relief from the Society be- 
©. fore He or She has taken the Oaths to the Go- 
vernment, to be tender'. to them by ſuch of 
the Commiſſioners as are Juſtices of the Peace; 
and this Tender to be made in the Preſence of 
the Commiſſioners, at their General Meeting, 
or Committee. 5 177 
3 _ XIV. 
Tu Ar when any Proſelyte ſhall be put Ap- 
prentice, the Maſter do give an Obligation to 
the Secretary, or any one of the Commiſſioners, 
that he will teach him his Trade, and take 
care of him during the Time agreed for. 
C 2 e 
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Tn ar although in extraordinary Caſes of 
* Sickneſs, or after Death, an Allowance may 
© be given to pay Debts contracted by ſuch 
© Sickneſs, or Funeral Charges of any Proſe- 
. 8 yet no other Debts contracted by 
Proſelytes ſhall be paid after their Death. 


Ire the beginning ofthis Commiſſion, the Com— 
miſſioners laboured under very great Difficulcies. 


T7. Tux number of Petitioners, amounting to 
above fourſcore the firſt Month, was ſo large, 
and the Fund to ſupply them at firſt ſo 
ſmall, that it was no eaſſe Matter to proportion, 
according. to each Petitioner's real Wants and 
Merit, a reaſonable Allowance to each one. 


2. AMonGsr ſo great a Number as crowded 
altogerher at firſt, and applied for Relief, it was 
extreamly difficult to know each Perſon's true 
Character, eſpecially of thoſe that were newly 
come over; and to find out who were ſincere 
Converts, and who were falſe Pretenders: To 
this End, and for the better anſwering the De- 

ſign of the Eftabliſhment, as well as for the grea- 
ter Satis faction of thePions and Charitable Con- 
tributors, in Proceſs of Time the Commiſſionets 
reſolved, by the means of two Sectetaries for 
Foreign Correſpondence, to adviſe from Time to 
Time with ſome of the moſt eminent Prote- 
ſtants abroad, to get a true Light into the Cha- 
racters of ſach Proſelytes as ſhould come over for 
the future; and to Correſpond upoh the fame 
account, with the Commiſſioners and Societies 
_ eſtabliſhed" in other Proteſtant Countries, * 

fo | 2 we II. Sho 430 the 
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1 | 
the Relief of Converts from the Church of 


Rome. * 


| Fa I'r was a great Burthen to the Society, in its 
- Infancy, to find the whole Number of Proſe- 
lytes who offered themſelves, uncapable of get- 
ting any thing, immediately, towards their 
own Maintenance; therefore, tho* Experience 
has evinced, that ſeveral of them have proved 
capable of earning a Livelihood, yet this was no 
eaſe in the firſt Diſtribution. 

On this Account, the Commiſſioners were at 
great Pains to examine into the Diſpoſi- 
tions of each of the Proſelytes, that they might 
be the better able to employ their ſmall Fund to 
the Relief of all that ſhould be found deſerving. 
And becauſe jr would not have anſwered their 
Intention to maintain any conftant Penſioners, 
they diſpoſed of as many as they could, that were 
capable of undertaking any fort of Buſineſs, in 
ſuch Ways, as beſt fuiced with their Genius, 
Capacity, and Circumſtances. And as it has 
been the conſtant Care of the Commiſſioners to 
put them in that way, they have ſpared no Pains 
for it, and have always made it their Buſineſs, co 
give as great an Encouragement, as their ſmall . 
Funds could allow, to thoſe, who having any 
Talent, ſhew'd their Willingneſs to improve it, 
in order to be no more a Burthen to the Society. 


4. Bexcavsz Poor Ecgleſiaſtick Proſelytes, 
and other Poor Clergymen already abound, it 
was a Matter of no ſmall Difficulty for the So- 
ciety to know how rightly to diſpoſe of the 
Nambers of that Sort who daily offered. But 
till the Commiſſioners could find Ways to provide 
for ſuch Eccleſiaſticks as already wear the Gown, 


they 


they thought it expedient to forbid the Proſelyte 
Clergy from putting on the Gown without 
leave not only obtained from the Ordinary, but 
alſo from the Commiſſioners; by this means 
ſuch of thoſe Eccleſiaſticks as are ban capable 
of Undertaking any Buſineſs, or Teaching 
Languages, Writing, &. are with more Eaſe 
Provided for and Subſiſted by the Society, than 
if they put on the Gown, without ſome Aſſurance 
of being employ d in the Miniſterial Function. 


F. Bu r of all the Obſtacles that have retarded 
the Commiſſioners in their Proceedings, none 
has appeared more puzzling than to ſind out and 
ſeparate the Tares from the Wheat, the True 


Proſelytes from the Cheats. In this Caſe, the 


detecting ſeveral falſe Pretenders ſyfficiently diſ- 
covers, that the Care of the Society has been 
determined with no leſs Applization towards 
this Point, than has already appeared in the pre- 
ceding Articles. The cunning Artifices made 
uſe of to impoſe on the Commiſſioners, make it 
a'matter of doubt, whether the Pope and his 

Emiſſaries may not be at the bottom of their 
Contrivances ; and whether that Church, which 
is very jealous of any thing that tends to diminiſh 
her Power, may- not with the-utmoſt Craft be 
forming Stratagemsto blow up the whole Proceed- 
ings. The Zeal which the Commiſſioners ſhewed 
to detect Scandalous Perſons and Falſe Preten- 
ders, fill'd the Hearts of all thoſe whoſe Hopes of 
gaining Money by | crafty Deſigns were fru- 
ſtrated, with bitter Malice, both againſt the 
whole Society in general, and againſt ſome few 
Members of it in particular. When the weak 
Efforts of theſe wicked Adverſaries, level“ d 
ne IS Vis | ft againſt 
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againſt the Society in general, proved vain 


and inſignificaot, the whole Force of their In- 


vectives was diſcharged againſt ſome few of the 
Commiſſioners in particular; but as this Attempt 


proved as vain as it was falſe and wicked, ſo it 


only animated the Zeal of the Commiſſioners to 
be more Circumſpect and Cautious, how they 
gave credit to every Perſon, who came without 
1 and ſure Recommendations, to preſent 
imſelf to them as a Proſelyte. 


Tur Society having in ſome meaſure. ſur- 
mounted theſe Difficulties, had Leiſure to apply 
themſelves more immediately co. thoſe matters 
which concerned the good Government of the 
Proſelytes in general: Therefore the firſt thing 
that was judged - expedient, was, to pro- 
vide for their Inſtruction and Confirmation in 
the Proteſtant Religion. To this End a wor- 
thy Divine was appointed, and a Salary (tho 
ſmall, yet as much as the low Stock of the So- 
ciety could afford) allowed him for inſtructing 
Proſelytes, and examining ſuch as on their firſt 
Pretences made Applications to the Board for 
Relief, with Directions at the ſame time to en- 
quire into their Lives and Converſations here, 
and to give from time to time to the Society, 
and particularly to the Lords the Biſhops and 
other Divines that are Members thereof, ſuch an 
Acoount of his Proceedings herein, as ſhould be 
demanded of him. Moreover, this Gentleman, 
jointly with the Secretaries for foreign Corre- 
ſpondence, has incumbent on bim the Care of 
Learning from Abroad the ſeveral Characters of 
Converts coming from diſtant Countries. 2 

Tux Commiſſioners having thus far proceed- 
ed to take a general Care of the Souls of the Pro- 

ſelytes, 


ot 


ſelytes, thought it likewiſe convenierit to pro 
ide ſome Means to relieve their Bodily Infir- 


mities in caſe of Sickneſs: Therefore a worthy 
Phyſician, one. of their own Body, oftering 
his Advice gratis, an Apothecary was treated 
with, and brought in Propoſals and Articles, 
which were agreed to by the Society, for admi- 
niſtring of Phyſick at the Publick Charge, 
to ſuch Proſelytes as by the Direction of one of 


the Commiſſioners, or the Secretary, ſnould be 


ſent to him. 
Ap that nothing might be wanting to put 


the Proſelytes in general in a way to main- 


rain chemſelves, it was judged expedient 
to 'agree with a Maſter of the Engliſh Lan- 
guage, who having an annual Salary allowed 
or that Purpoſe, obliges himſelf to inſtruct all 
foreign Proſelytes in the Tongue, that thereby 
they may be the better enabled to follow any 
Employment, be bound to, or ferve Engliſh Ma- 
ſters, or be otherwiſe put in Condition of getting 
a Livelihood in the Bri:;þ Dominions. 2 

Tu s annual Sum allowed by the Government 


their Stock, they uſed all poſſible means to pro- 
mote annual Subſcriptions, as well amon 
themſelves as other Religious and Charitable Per- 
ſons ; and tho great Difficulties have ariſen, in- 
ſomuch as to diſcourage ſeveral Perſons, who 
could ſcarce hope that they weie to be ſur- 
mounted, yet with the Blefling of God, and the 
indefatigable Care of ſome Noble and Worthy 
Gentlemen, the Subſcriptions have been begun 
and carried on with Succeſs; and it appears by 
the Rolls, that the Sums that have been ſublſcri- 
bed from the zoth April 1717, to the zoth — 7 
1718, 


$$ 7 


being but 400 J. this could never anſwer all the 
Deſigns of the Society ; therefore to increaſe 
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15718. in order to be continued? I. . 4. 


been aſſiſted within this laſt Year, including 


. 


Yearly amount to ——35 194 : 19 5 d 
Bes 1D ERS theſe annual Sub-) ihe? 
ſcriptions, there have been ſeve \ 2 "Bs 8 


ral Cafual Beneſactions, which in 


the laſt twelve Months amount to); 

. Fox which Benefactions, the Thanks of the 
Commiſſioners have been returned to the Per- 
fon known, by the Hands of thoſe who brought 
or reported them; and thoſe Charitable Perſons 
who have thought fit to conceal their Names, 


, 


are hereby deſired to accept of the Society s moſt 


grateful Acknowledgments. 

Fon the State of the Treaſurer's Accounts, 
at the cloſe of the Year, it appears, that there 
has been paid-into his Hands as why th 5 Vit. 1 

5 4. 4. 
From the Government — 400: 0: 0 
Annual Subſcriptions which the. 

. Treaſurer has received and ac £294 : 14: 6 

counted for | 


_ Caſual Benefactions —ů— — 22:2: 0 


| Sum Total 716: 16. : 6 
Ir appears by the Journal of che Commiſſi- 
oners, that the Proſelytes who have 


thoſe that have been bound Apprentices, and 
otherwiſe provided for, are in all —— 100+ 
Or which Number the Eccleſiaſticks are — 40. 
An». thoſe of the Laity—— -—-- 60 
Our of the. whole Number, them that have 
been bound Apprentices at the Charge of the 
Society, are — — — — 7. 
A Þ provided for otherwiſe, ſo as to be no 
more a Burthen upon the Society. 29. 


Tus Monies laid out upon the 1, . 4. 
foregoing Accounts, including 
Salaries for Iuſtructor, Clerk, Ma- 
ſter of Language, Apothecary, 


„ 
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to the Commiſſion, from the 
zoth of April 1717, to the zoth | | 
af Avril 1718, amounts to bs. 
-Anv there remains in the) "4 
Hands of the Treaſurer upon the ; 
account of the reſt of the Lea s: 12:1 
1718. 191886 f 9+ 7 
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By what has been already faid, it will ſuffici- 
ently appear; that no Care has been wanting on 
the Part of the Commiſſioners, for eſtabliſhing 
ſuch a Foundation as may prove uſeful and laſt- 
ing; but notwithſtanding this good OEconomy 
on their Part, and that they have provided ſo 
many, by putting them in a way to provide for 
themſelves; notwichſtanding this, the Number 
of Proſelytes increafes ſo faſt on their Hands, 
that without fome Additional Supplies, it will be 
next to impoſſible to carry on this good Deſign. 

TVS A prudent. Foreſight of this, that put 
the Com miſſioners on making Application to the 
Government, to have ſome Part of the Eſtates 
forfeited (for having been applied to Superſtitious 
Uſes) fer apart for the Encouragement of the 
Proteſtant” Religion as by Law eſtabliſhed, and 
for the ſupport of Converts from Popery; to 
which End the following Reaſons were drawn 
up, im order to have them laid before the King 


HX 
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Henn it may be proper to clear one Circumſtance 
in the foregoing Account, viz. That the annual 
Subſcriptions, according to Page 25, amount only  /, 
to 194), 19s. whereas it appears that the Treaſu-W '/ 
rer has accounted for 294 J. 14 s. 6d. received e, 
within the laſt twelve Months. The reaſon of 
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which is, That the Treaſurer has received for 
two Years 005 N N from ſeveral of th 
| who ſubſcribedinthe Year 1717. 


REASONS humbly offer d to Conſideration, why a 
ſmall Part of the Eſtares given to Suverſtitious'Uſes, 
[ and now forfeited to the Crown, may properly be ap- » 
 _ plied to the Relief f ' ſuch Perſons as Renounce' the 
Errors of the Church of Rome, to Embrace the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, as profeſſed in the Church of Eng- 
land, and are thereby reduced to great Poverty. 


* 
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HAT when a Proviſion is made for Re- 
lieving ſuch Perſons, it may encourage 
| | ſome of the Romiſh Communion, who are able to | 


make great Diſcoveries of concealed Eſtates given 
to Superſtitious Uſes, 4 diſcqver the ſame. 
T x a r till fome Publick Proviſon is made for 
Proſelytes from the Church of Rome; they muſt | 
depend on Private Charity, already over-burthen- 
ed, and by ſo far a Nuiſance to the Publick. 
Tur a Publick Proviſion fer Proſelytes will 
help to take off a Reproach of the Reformation 
| in Great Britain, which has hitherto left all thoſe, 
that quit the Rowiſh Communion- in a deſtitute 
Condition to ſtarve, or when reduced to extrem 
Neceſſity, to the miſerable Hardſhip of returning : 
to the Communion they * left. 0 [ 
"D | 2 . 
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Ta HAT __ . makes it ee to 1 | 
| vide for the Wives and Children of Rebels ont of 


Eſtates taken from Rebels; ba Part of 
what is taken from Superſlitious Uſes may juſtly 
be apply d to Pious Uſes, in Relieving thoſe, 


_ who, for the ſake of a good Eonſcienes, — re- | 


nounce their former Errors. and erden 


TH ESE Reaſons being conſidered, "ris humbly boped, 


. that ſome Portion of what ſball ariſe from the Fur- 
feiture of the Eft ates given to Superſtitions Uſes, may 


. ceived of great Service to the 12 * and Honour 
nd Advantage io our Holy Religion. 


Bur handing bis Majeſty was graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to Countenance an Application of 


this Nature; and the Well - wiſhers to this Charity 


Were in no ſmall Hopes, for the Reaſons be- 
fore · mentioned, that ſome Allowance might be 
made out of a Fund reſcued from Superftitious 


les, for re qovering Voraries from that Super- 


ition; i happened at the Juncture when it 


was propoſed, that other Affairs of Importance 


to the Publick, made it neceſſary” to Poſtpone 
the Conſideration thereof till ancther Oppor- 
tunity. 

Howzvzr the, Commillencrs conceive at 
pte ſent ſome Hopes, that the Hearts of ſeveral 
Charitable and truly Pious'Chriftians may, by 
the Bleſſing of God, be in time fo opened towards 


ent Maintenance may be raisd ta ſupport ma- 


ny Proſelytes; and that the Fund of the Society 
AR be large ng to make a Erovikan aecor- 


ding 


> i — 


0 applied to the Uſe berein mentioned, as being can- 


the forwarding this Good Work, that a ſuffici- 


* 
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ding to the Rank and Quality of Perſons ; for, 
as it may be well preſumed, that ſeveral Papiſts, 
of the firſt Rank for Piety and Learning (par- 
ticularly within theſe Kingdoms) would embrace 
the Reformation as Eſtabliſhed in Great Britain, 
were they not afraid of Starving ; ſo tis a mat- 


ter worthy the Zeal of every Charitable Per- 


ſon to contribute towards ſo good a Work as this, 
which is likely to turn ſo many Hundreds, of 
all Conditions, from the Superſtition and Error, 


which ſome of them are already heartily weary 


of, and would quit, could they have any proſpe& 


of Subſiſtance. 


Tu Means for encreaſing the Society's Stock, 
by chooſing as Commiſſioners, Perſons of great 
Intereſt and Bounty, and daily adding to this 
Number ſuch as are willing to contribute to ſo 
good an Undertaking, has proved none of the 
moſt inconſiderable, towards bringing the whole 
Undertaking to what it is at preſent advanced. - 

THzktrORE, Purfuant to the Power veſted 
in the Commiſſioners named in the Commiſſion, 
they have . choſe, during theſe laſt Twelve 
Months, ſeveral Right Reverend Prelates, and 
other Honourable Perſons, both Clergy and 
Laity, to be Members af the Society, jointly 


with themſelves, whoſe Names in the Order they 


were admitted, ate as follows ; viz. 


H E Reverend Mr, Thorold. 
The Reverend Dr. Beauvoir. 
John Gunſton, Eſq; 
Charles Greenwood, Eſq; 


Mr. Henry Newman. 
The Reverend Dr. Grene. | 


The Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Sarum. 
William Bradſhaigh, E/q; [oats ; 
The Reverend Mr. Boehm. | — 


"Wt => The Rebel OO 
The Reverend Dr. Coleniee,” © hae 
Thomas Blunden, Fo 2 re 
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Thomas Clendon 8 gh 
The Right Revertad 2 2 aber 1 ny. +: 


The Reverend Mr. Harris. 


Dy. Slare; M. D. 


Henry Nicholſon, Eſq; n 1 „ "ot 


William Tillard, Eſq; 


The Reverth4 Dr. Hayley. WI en 


James Lowther, Eſq; 
The Reverend Dr. don. 


The Reverend Dr. Bradford. 

Hon. Brigadier Stearne. N 

James Smith, Z/q; _— | 
The Reverend Dr. Wickard, Dean of Wincheſter.” 
The Reverend Dr. Kennet, "Dean of Pererborough. 


The Right Reverend the Lord ng of Briſtol. 


Sir Thomas 'Lowther, Bart. 
The Reverend Mr. Chatlain, 


"KD The ** Reverend the Lord Biſhop oF Glouceſter, 


fave Ai icy let the Reader 


into as clear and conciſe a View of the 'whole 


Proceedings of the Commiſſioners, as the Sub- 
ject Ear admit of; nothing remains now, but 
to ſtir up'in the Minds of Charitable and Well- 


diſpoſed Chriſtians, a Zeal for carrying on, and 


contributing towards this excellent Deſign ; and 
ſure in a Proteſtant Country, no Argument need 
be inſiſted on to incite an Imitation of chat bleſ- 


ſed Copy, which our Great Maſter and Saviour 


has left us, who ſpent bis whole Life in Con- 


verting and Inſtructing thoſe that labour'd un- 
der Jenorance and Error. 


TAE Reward for ſuch Pious Zeal and Con- 


onns great even in this Lito; for he that Sows 
| plen- 
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plenteouſly ſhall Reap plenteouſly, and ſhall re- 
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ceive Seven fold: Good Meaſure running over, ſhall © 


Men give into his Boſom, Luke vi. 38. But what are 


Temporal Bleſſings to the Glories of ſhining in 


an uncorruptible Kingdom, which he (and it 
might almoſt be ſaid, he only) is entituled to, 
who extends his Compaſſion to the Souls and Bo- 
dies of his Fellow- Creatures. PO 

Is it not Prudence ? Is it not Wiſdom in the 
higheft Degree to diſpoſe of Money ſo as co pur- 
chaſe an Everlaſting Title and Eternal Eftate ; in- 
ſtead of laying-ir up where Ant and Ruſt Jo cor- 
rupt, and Thieves break through and Steal? T; 

Wu wgall Humane Stocks and Treaſures fail, 
and Land ceaſes to bring forth irs-Encreaſe, they 
that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Fir- 
mament ; and they that turn many to Righteouſneſs, as 
the Stars for ever and ever, Dan. xii. 3. 


FINIS. 


